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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended, (MCL 15.264), and 
State of Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-132, to hold City Council 
meetings electronically: 

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Wednesday, July 8, 
2020, opening at 7:40 p.m.  Mayor Pro-Tem Cassar presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke 
     Absent:   Lorenz 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, to approve the City Council Agenda for July 8, 2020, as 
submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. June 10, 2020 Regular Meeting  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12135-12141, DD3892-3923, EFT1451-1459, 

STUB123-STUB126; and A/P check #’s 50959-50991, EFT 2189-2206, ACH 2185-2188, 
2207-2210; TOTALING: $320,926.83. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works for June 2020.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
Patrick Runk reported for the Parks and Rec Committee.  Not a whole lot going on.  They are 
discussing having the adult field day.  Their meeting is tomorrow night.  Runk thanked all the 
residents who bought the SYL baseball caps.  They were so happy for the support and large interest;  
they are designing a t-shirt which they will put it on their Facebook page this week.   
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BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Cassar opened the meeting to the public.   
 
He asked them to raise their hand using the icon at the bottom of the screen or *9 on the phone.  
There were nine guests. 
 
Tina Herzberg spoke for the Garden Club.  Unfortunately due to COVID-19 they will not hold the Ice 
Cream Social in August.  Cassar thanked the Garden Club for always hosting this event.  It is a great 
event to get to know new neighbors.   
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
        
Martin hopes everybody had a nice, safe, Independence Day weekend.  It was so strange not having 
Fireworks this year.  Just another casualty of the COVID-19 pandemic.   It’s been ridiculously hot, 
and it sounds like it is going to continue to be.  Unfortunately, that tends to add to some people’s 
angst and unhappiness.  So, try to find fun things to do and stay cool! 
 
   
        F-006-20 
The 2020 Census is being conducted right now.  Last meeting, we were at about 81/5% of our 
households responding.  Today we are only slightly higher at 82.3% responding.  So, not much 
progress in the past month. We’ll put another newsbyte out as a reminder.  They will be starting door-
to-door census taking if you haven’t responded.  So unless you want them coming to your door, 
respond online.  It only takes about 10 minutes to do. 
         
Martin reported we’re still very busy at City Hall with summer program things, zoning permits, and 
ZBA applications. Dennise, Natalie and Robin are really busy with the upcoming election in August.  
Dennise is still dealing with changes in the election and equipment.  It will be interesting to see how 
many people vote in person, absentee, or at all on August 4th.  Our fiscal year ended June 30th, so now 
we are performing our year end work and preparing for the annual audit.  Petitions for City council 
are due by 4:00 p.m. July 21st.   
         
Thank you Patrick Runk and Jon Farms for all of their work removing, painting, and replacing picnic 
table wood. That is a really big, and not easy job, and it is greatly appreciated.   
        A-003-20      
We are going to begin construction on the small entry over the side door of City Hall next Monday.  
It will be nice to have that done.  Then we will install gutters and paint the exterior. 
         A-004-20 
The camera system in the DPW garage/PD went out about a month ago.  We got it going once and it 
finally died.  It is an old system and we’re going to upgrade it and integrate it with the system in City 
Hall.  We’re also looking at the system at the Community Center and getting Wi-Fi to the Parks and 
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Rec building.  That will allow us to add a keycard access to the building and a couple of cameras for 
safety. 
         ZP-003-20 
We cancelled the Planning Commission meeting scheduled for last night.  That would have been 
continued discussion on the Master Plan.  We canceled it for two reasons, one was to receive more 
input from the survey and the second was again hoping we could meet in person with a decent 
number of attendees.  However, it doesn’t look like we will be able to have large indoor gatherings 
soon, so we will have to look at other possibilities to meet.  The most likely would be setting 
something up outside. 
         
One thing Martin was hoping to do is our official swearing in of Chief Bassett. We will do that at our 
first public meeting.  Chief Bassett has fit right in with us at City Hall and the Police Department.  
It’s been a great few weeks working with him. 
        L1-001-20 
Lastly is goose poop.  This year is one of the worst.  We know it is partially from not having a goose 
roundup, and also because of no rain to wash it away.  Martin has been thinking about getting a piece 
of equipment that will pick it up and did a little looking over the past few days.  He found a piece of 
equipment that is designed to pick up poop and will also pick up litter, etc.  It is a motorized 60” wide 
sweeper that we would pull behind our four-wheeler and costs about $8,000.  They have a smaller, 
non-motorized one, but you have to drive it at a decent speed, and he doesn’t like that idea in the 
parks.  For where we are, with all of our park property along the lake, and the fact that geese will 
never be gone, he feels it could be a very good investment.   
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Salemi wished everyone a happy Independence Day and hopes their 4th was nice.  He has had 
numerous people ask if their dog could chase the geese.  He asked if this would be possible.  Martin 
is open to discussion on dogs chasing the geese but would have to think of logistics and liability.  
Salemi would like to allow a few number of dogs in the parks to chase geese.   
 
Clarke thanked everyone for tuning in the meeting.  It is really important for residents to participate.  
He asked martin to address the geese as it is important to him and his family.  He noted other beaches 
closing due to e-coli and asked everyone to watch for updates. MDEQ BeachGuard is a good site.  He 
noted just because there is a beach closure at another beach on the lake doesn’t mean the whole lake 
is contaminated.    The hottest days are still ahead of us.  He added raking for goose poop doesn’t 
work.  There is a spray or debris vacuums  work.  Martin has done his research and it might be a good 
idea too.  He would like to see Martin moved forward in purchasing.  He urged everyone to support 
Martin’s efforts with this.  He thanked Cassar for working hard to try and get a permit approved to 
remove the geese, but with COVID nothing is happening.  
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Cassar acknowledged he has been working getting a permit, but the Governor won’t allow it at this 
time.  He feels Martin’s proposed equipment might be good, but before that allowing good trained 
dogs to chase the geese.  He suggested providing a laminated tag to ID those dogs allowed.   
 
Zubrzycki thanked Parks & Rec for everything they do.  He welcomed Chief Bassett and thanked him 
for attending the meeting.  He is disappointed the Ice Cream Social is cancelled, but he totally 
understands it.  He thought the city had a lawn sweeping company.  He feels they should have more 
discussion before approving dogs in the park.   
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, to allow Martin to investigate a concept to allow dogs in 
the park to chase geese on a trial basis.  Having Martin and Chief Bassett set rules. 
 
Cassar stated we are leaving it up to Martin and he doesn’t have to come back for final approval.  
Martin stated they will discuss it, but they may come back and say there are too many issues and the 
liability isn’t worth it.  Zubrzycki stated not everyone is on this meeting and when they see dogs 
running in the park they will wonder why their dog isn’t allowed.   He is ok with John exploring it.   
 
Cassar has confidence that Martin will take care of the poop problem.   
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Salemi 
 No:   None 
         MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
A.  Millage Proposal Resolution & Ballot Language   

 
Martin reviewed they have been discussing this a lot over the last year.  The idea is in preparing for 
when the Combined Debt bond expires October 2022, our infrastructure improvement requirements 
will continue indefinitely. Instead of doing a bond issue which requires all the work to be done over a 
three-year period; Council is proposing a millage which will be the same as combined debt millage, 
currently is 5 mills, and using that money for street repaving, ditching, storm water management, 
water, and sanitary sewer improvements.  It doesn’t mean all the money would be spent collectively 
each year.  They may wait a couple of years and do a large portion of improvements.  We would save 
a lot of money on interest by doing a millage rather than a bond. Before Council is a draft resolution 
to place a millage proposal on the ballot in November.  This is preliminary approval.  Attorney 
Schultz will next send the language to the Attorney General’s office for their review.  Council will 
then approve final language as suggested by the Attorney General office.  Martin read the proposal 
language. 
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Clarke, to approve the preliminary resolution to place a millage 
increase on the November 3, 2020 ballot and to send the language onto the Attorney General.   
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Clarke would like the language to be more clear that the debt millage expires in 2022 and this 5 mills 
replaces it for infrastructure improvements.  Martin stated the new millage wouldn’t be levied until 
2023.  He can work with the City Attorney on language.  Attorney Schultz stated he will get in as 
much as they will allow us.  The State is very partial to what is called “loaded terms,”  additional or 
renewal. 
 
Cassar recalled prior conversations of having the millage pay for infrastructure improvements on the 
water and sewer system would help assist in the water/sewer bill rates.  Martin confirmed at the 
water/sewer rate presentation it took this into consideration that this millage would be approved, and 
Council did not increase the rates because of this.  Cassar stated they will need to explain this to the 
residents. Salemi added the proposed millage allows so the water/sewer rates could stay lower.  He 
reiterated taxes will not go up.  It is just a continuation of 5 mills and helps keep the water/sewer rates 
lower.   
 
Zubrzycki feels the language isn’t clear using street system.  Can it be clarified more to say roads?  
Martin will work on that also.  Clarke asked if street system encompasses more than roads.  Martin 
stated it does.  Maybe they can say street pavement.   
 
 Yes:  Cassar, Clarke, Salemi, Zubrzycki 
 No:    None 
 Absent:  Lorenz 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
B.  Traffic Control Order for Otter Lake Fireworks 

      
Martin explained a group of people from the Boat Club got approval from Waterford to do fireworks 
on Otter Lake.  One of the best viewing areas is still Ferndale Park.  He doesn’t know if it will be a 
big issue or not.  He and the Chief felt they should be proactive and have the normal TCO for no 
parking on the streets.  The signs will be up at each entrance from Orchard Lake Road stating no 
parking.   
 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the Temporary Traffic Control Order. 
 
Zubrzycki asked how will the enforcement be handled with the Executive Order only allowing 
gatherings of 100 people in the park.  Martin stated the Chief and two additional officers will be 
watching the park to make sure everything stays under control.  The parks are for residents only and 
their guests.  Zubrzycki noted he has already been forwarded some social media posts advertising the 
fireworks.  Chief Bassett added, he feels the TCO is a good idea and will hopefully limit some of the 
gatherings.  If they do have an issue, this helps them.  Hopefully, it will be a quiet evening.   
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Clarke would like to be proactive in checking beach tags.  Can the park rangers stay longer to help?   
He doesn’t want the Police distracted by doing it.  He would like to see groups observing the 6’ social 
distancing.  Cassar doesn’t feel this is the time to ask for beach tags.  Leave it to the police how to 
handle it.  Martin stated our ordinance requires a park tag in order to be in the parks.  It doesn’t 
specific times.  If it was our normal 4th of July fireworks we know we have a lot of non-residents in 
the city to view the fireworks, but this is in Waterford and not our approved fireworks.  Martin stated 
if may become difficult if there are a lot people.   
 
Zubrzycki clarified Council wanted the fireworks, but because of the Governor’s Executive Order 
with organized outdoor events can’t be more 100 in gather, they couldn’t approve the application.   
 
Ed Robbins asked what the date of this event is.  Martin stated this Friday. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar 
 No:   None 
        TCO ADOPTED 
 
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 
 

   
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Salemi, seconded Clarke, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


